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Leicester’s Riverside maps have been produced in partnership 
with the Canal & River Trust to encourage walkers, cyclists and 
those travelling on the water to enjoy the area by following the 
course of the River Soar and Grand Union Canal.

The riverside is connected by an extensive network of footpaths 
and cycleways that are a great way to visit some of our key 
attractions or just enjoy the area.

This leaflet is one of a set of three you can use to explore the 
entire length of Leicester’s Central Riverside. 

The diverse and dynamic city of Leicester is brimming with 
history, culture and intrigue: from its ancient roots as one of the 
oldest settlements in England, Leicester grew over 2000 years 
from a small pre-Roman settlement on the bank of a marshy 
river to the multi-cultural and vibrant city it is today.

The development of the waterfront area has connected the 
city to picturesque towpaths and footpaths along the river and 
canal, making them a great way to explore and enjoy rich wildlife 
and unique heritage.

The river and canal run their separate courses through this area 
and reunite at Swan’s Nest Weir. The river flows through Abbey 
Park, the city’s finest Victorian park and past the National Space 
Centre, right through the city and out into the countryside again. 

Leicester’s Riverside boasts many of the city’s important wildlife 
sites, is rich in historical and architectural interest, as well as the 
focus for regeneration and investment.

The key on the map indicates the locations of services and 
facilities for riverside users as well as places of interest.

Introduction

Soar Lane  |  © Canal & River Trust

How you can get involved with looking after our waterways.

Leicester Environmental Volunteers
Find out more about environmental volunteering, the great 
work our volunteers do, and how you can help to look after 
the waterways and parks.
www.leicester.gov.uk/parks-volunteering

Canal & River Trust
From lock keeping to litter picking and events to education, 
find volunteering opportunities near you.
www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer

Environment Agency
Responsible for pollution control, water quality, flood prevention 
and conserving the water environment.
24-hour emergency telephone number 0800 807060
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency

VAL – Voluntary Action LeicesterShire
VAL supports the Riverside Rangers’ work with volunteers 
and takes bookings for the activities.
www.valonline.org.uk

Useful Contacts
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For further information, guides, what’s on, trails, 
itineraries and places of interest, please visit 
www.visitleicester.info or call the Visit Leicester 
Information Centre on 0116 299 4444.

Make a Date 
Plan your perfect escape in Leicester with these 
handy city guides.
www.visitleicester.info/make-a-date-with-leicester

Leicester Museums website
Discover Leicester’s diverse range of museums 
and historical venues.
www.leicestermuseums.org

Story of Leicester website
Find out how Leicester’s social and built 
heritage plays a key part in the city today 
and into the future.
www.storyofleicester.info

FURTHER INFORMATION

Choose How You Move 
Information on active and sustainable 
methods of travel (including walking and cycling) 
in Leicester & Leicestershire and sustainable 
travel journey planner.
www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk

Canal & River Trust
The charity that cares for the navigable River 
Soar and Grand Union Canal running through the 
city. Find more information on walks, events and 
facilities for boaters.
www.canalrivertrust.org.uk or call 0303 040 4040 

Leicester City Council
Find details of the local parks and open spaces 
in the city, including those close to the River Soar 
and Grand Union Canal.
www.leicester.gov.uk/leisure-and-culture/parks-
and-open-spaces/our-parks/



WATERMEAD WAY 

Weir

R
IV

E
R

 S
O

A
R

 
 

 
 

 
R

IV
ER SO

A
R

R
IV

E
R

 S
O

A
R

 

CORPOR AT I ON ROAD

 

G
R

A
N

D
 UN ION CAN

A
L

RAILWAY  TRACK 

   HOPEFIELD  ROAD

THURCASTON ROAD

E
X

P
LO

R
A

T
IO

N
 D

R
IV

E

P IONEER CLOSE

A
B

B
E

Y
 M

E A
D

O
W

S

BON CHURCH STREET

TUDO
R RO

A
D

WOLVERTON  ROAD

MARLOW 

IVY  ROAD     BISLEY  ST

PATON ST

  EA
ST

ER
N

 B
O

U
LEV

A
R

D

R
A

W
 D

Y
K

ES
 R

O
A

D

GRASMERE STREET

HIG
H STREET

         CH
ARLES STREET

ABBEY  STREET

B
E

LG
R

A
V

E
 G

A
T

E

CHARTER ST

R
O

SS W
A

LK

M
ARJORIE STREET

V
IC

ARAGE L
ANE

B
A

T
H

 S
T

R
E

E
TLOUGHBOROUGH ROAD

HOLDEN S TREE
T

CHURCH  GATE

RE
D H

ILL CIRCLE 

A
B

B
E

Y
 L

A
N

E

LANESBOROUGH ROAD

FRID
AY S

TREET

H
A

Y
M

A
R

K
E

T

W
E

S
T

E
R

N
 R

O
A

D

BRITON ST

UPPERTON  ROAD

NEWARKE STREET                      

VA
U

G
H

AN
 W

AY

ST
 M

A
R

G
A

R
E

T
’S

 W
A

Y
                                                                             ST  M

ARGARET’S  WAY

HIGHCROSS STREE T

A
B

B
E

Y
 LA

N
E

                                                                         ABBEY  PARK ROAD                                                        ABBEY  PARK ROAD

A
B

B
EY

 G
AT

E

ST N

IC
H

O
LA

S 
CIR

CLE

OXFORD STREET

ST AUGUSTINE ROAD

N
A

R
B

O
R

O
U

G
H

 R
O

A
D

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 N
A

R
B

O
R

O
U

G
H

 R
O

A
D

 B
E

LG
R

A
V

E
 R

O
A

D
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 

G
R

E
A

T
 C

E
N

T
R

A
L W

A
Y

ROAD

FILBERT 

STREET

To 
Stokeswood Park 

 FO
S

S
E

 R
D

 N
O

R
T

H

C I T Y
C E N T R E

De Montfort
University

Weir

Swan’s 
Nest
Weir

Highcross 
Leicester 

C
H

A
R

LES B
E

N
N

IO
N

 W
A

LK

Belgrave 
Gardens

The Rally 
Park

Ellis 
Meadows

Abbey ParkThe Oval

Bede 
Park

Castle
Gardens

Mile 
Straight

Ashes 
landing 
stage

Friars Mill 
moorings and 
water point

Old Mill Race 
Footbridge

Footbridge 
A

Thurcaston 
Road 

Footbridge

Ross Walk 
Footbridge

Footbridge

Swans Nest
Footbridge

Wosley
Chimney

Abbey 
Meadows 
Footbridge

Abbey Park 
Footbridge

Charter Street 
Footbridge

The Clock 
Tower

Haymarket
Bus Station

St Margaret’s
Bus Station

St Peter’s 
Square

Leicester
Cathedral

Leicester 
Guildhall

King Richard III & 
Visitor Information 
Centre

Jewry Wall 
Museum

Freemens 
Meadow 
Lock

Leicester 
Rowing
Club

North 
Lock

Lime Kiln 
Lock

Memory Lane
Wharf

Frog Island

Belgrave
Lock

Town 
Hall

Newarke 
Houses 

Museum

Mini Statue
of Liberty

N

 

The routes shown are not a definitive record of the entire 
cycle and footpath network and have been simplified for 
clarity. The routes shown do not confer any public rights 
or maintenance standards, as several of them follow 
paths which are not part of the highway. The routes 
are open to various users so cyclists should be prepared 
to give way and exercise caution when encountering 
pedestrians, equestrians and vehicular users.

Weather conditions may affect some access points 
which may become difficult to use when wet or icy.

NB: We strongly advise you check the availability and 
opening times of any attractions you intend to visit 
before you set out.

Access Point - Suitable for 
Wheelchairs and Pushchairs

Access Point - May be suitable 
for Wheelchairs and Pushchairs

Access Point - Stepped not suitable 
for Wheelchairs and Pushchairs
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